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Magistrate suggests family violence 
victim wanted to be ‘beaten up’ 


CONTROVERSIAL magis- 
trate Richard Pithouse has 
shocked those in his court by 
saying a female family violence 
victim wanted to be beaten up. 

Mr Pithouse openly criti- 
cised the terrified victim for 
not swearing statements 
against the man accused of at- 
tacking her. He did so despite 
police telling him she was in 
fear of her former partner. 

“Well, it’s her right to be 
beaten up if she wants to, I sup- 
pose,” Mr Pithouse said during 
the accused man’s recent bail 
application. 

Police in Werribee Magis- 
trates’ Court were stunned 
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when Mr Pithouse dismissed 
their opposition to bail and in- 
stead criticised the woman for 
not making statements to 
police outlining the accused 
man’s violence towards her. 

Mr Pithouse had been told 
by police that the accused man, 
whose history of violent of- 
fending included aggravated 
burglary, robbery, and assault 
with a weapon, “is listed as, and 
remains, a high-risk recidivist 
for family violence”. 

Police also warned the 
magistrate that the only way to 


ensure the safety of the woman 
and their child was to keep him 
in custody, as “no condition of 
bail or condition of a family 
violence intervention order 
imposed on the accused” 
would be sufficient to protect 
them. But Mr Pithouse granted 
bail, saying he was doing so be- 
cause “the strength of the 
police case here is pitiful”. 

“If the alleged victim keeps 
inviting him back, which has 
obviously happened over the 
last 12 months ... I’m not a so- 
cial engineer. Why am I sup- 
posed to be excluding him?” 
Mr Pithouse said. “She won't 
make statements, she won’t 


make complaints. What am I 
to do?” 

The Chief Magistrate, 
Judge Peter Lauritsen, yester- 
day said Mr Pithouse regretted 
the way he had expressed his 
comments about it being the 
victim’s right to be beaten up. 

But Judge Lauritsen said 
they had been “directed to the 
weight to be given to evidenti- 
ary material” and had to be 
taken in the context of the evi- 
dence presented to the court. 

Police were also concerned 
that Mr Pithouse granted bail 
in another domestic violence 
case earlier this year. 
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New poll reveals Premier’ S weakest link 


THE Fast West Link could be 
the road to electoral victory as 
almost 60 per cent of Victorian 
voters want the $6 billion tun- 
nel built, new polling reveals. 

The Galaxy Research poll 
of 828 voters shows Premier 
Daniel Andrews’ Labor Party 
has clawed its way back to level 
pegging with the Coalition on 
a two-party preferred basis, 
less than a year out from the 
state election. 


The poll, conducted on 
Wednesday night, shows 
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Labor’s primary vote has risen 
to 36 per cent. It picked up 
38 per cent in its 2014 win. 

But 58 per cent of voters 
want to revive the east-west 
tunnel linking the Eastern 
Freeway and CityLink, which 
only the Coalition has commit- 
ted to. And 57 per cent rejected 
the Premier’s decision to ditch 
the East West Link, at a cost to 
taxpayers of $1.2 billion. 


CONTINUED PAGE 4 
= SPORT 


$25, OOoc 
GROCERI 


